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SUBJECT: TRIPARTITE ANNIVERSARY MEETING: FORMATION ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY OF GREAT LAKES 

1 . PRESIDENTS BURUNDI, RWANDA, AND ZAIRE MET SEPT. 18-20 LAKE 
KIVU RESORT AT GISENYI, OCCASION TENTH ANNIVERSARY FORMATION 
TRIPARTITE. FINAL COMMUNIQUE TREATED FOLLOWING TOPICS: 

A. FONRELS: USUAL STATEMENTS AFRICAN UNITY, TRIPARTITE 
IDENTITY OF VIEWS, CONDEMNATION KILLINGS OF AFRICANS BY SOUTH 
AFRICAN/RHODESIAN REGIMES AND CREATION BANTUSTANS IN ORDER 
PERPETUATE DISCRIMINATION. 

B. INT. ECONOMY: DEPLORED PRESENT SYSTEM WHICH MAINTAINS 
3/4 HUMANITY IN CONDITIONS MISERY, IGNORANCE, AND POVERTY, 
CALLED FOR MORE JUST BASIS INT. COOP. PARTICULARLY CONCERNING 
LDDC'S IN ORDER END EXPLOITATION OF POOR BY RICH, COMMENDED 
OAU CALL FOR DEC. 76 MINISTERIAL MEETING ON ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION. 

C. ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF GREAT LAKES: THREE PRES. 

SIGNED CONVENTION CREATING COMMUNITY IN ORDER INSTITUTIONALIZE 
TRIPARTITE AND GIVE NEW IMPETUS TO COOPERATION AMONG PARTNERS. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KIGALI 00702 231052Z 

GISENYI TO BE COMMUNITY HEADQUARTERS. PERMANENT EXECUTIVE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


SECRETARIAT TO BE NAMED, MICOMBERO CHOSEN AS FIRST PRESIDENT. 
COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP OPEN TO "ALL STATES IN REGION DESIRING 
CONTRIBUTE IN CONCRETE FORM TO REINFORCING AFRICAN UNITY." 

2. DESPITE CRITICAL PROBLEM LACK SUFFICIENT HOTEL SPACE 
(WHICH RESULTED REQUISITIONING SEVERAL EXPATRIATE HOMES), 
MEETING TOOK PLACE RELAXED AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS AND GOR MINISTERS NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED CONVOKED FOR 
OPENING SESSION, TOLD TO RETURN TO KIGALI (5 HOURS BY ROAD), 

THEN CONVOKED SECOND TIME TWO DAYS LATER FOR CLOSING 
SESSION AT WHICH HABYARIMANA MADE EXCUSES FOR MEAGER GOR 
RECEPTION FACILITIES. ACCORDING SEVERAL PARTICIPANTS, 

EMPHASIS WAS CLEARLY ON CELEBRATION. FORMAL SPEECHES BY 
THREE PRES. ESSENTIALLY DEVOID SUBSTANCE, CONCENTRATING INSTEAD 
ON REVIEW EVENTS SINCE TRIPARTITE FORMATION IN KINSHASA, 

AUG 1966. 

3. RWANDANS PLEASED RESULTS MEETING AND FLATTERED AT CHOICE 
OF GISENYI AS COMMUNITY HDQS. ALTHOUGH MINISTERIAL SESSION 
ON CREATION COMMUNITY HELD KIGALI JUNE 1975, THERE STILL NO 
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS INSTALLATION SECRETARIAT AND IT APPARENT 
NEW ORGANIZATION NOT HIGHEST ON THREE NATIONAL AGENDAS. 

WHEN ASKED IF OTHER COUNTRIES HAD BEEN APPROACHED 
REGARDING COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP, GOR PRESIDENCY NOTED THIS 
"A LONG TIME IN FUTURE". 

HIGGINS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, SUMMIT MEETINGS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION, POLITICAL SITUATION, REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976KIGALI00702 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760359-0397 
From: KIGALI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760929/aaaaayhh.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUN 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <04 OCT 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TRIPARTITE ANNIVERSARY MEETING: FORMATION ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF GREAT LAKES 
TAGS: PFOR, ECIN. RW, BY, CG, XJ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



